Mary, Mother of God Church


Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole town was gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew him.

                                                                      – Mark 1:32-34
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(
( DAILY ST. MARY CHAPEL MASSES (
8:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

(
Monday to Friday

( 6:30 a.m. Communion Service (
MONDAY – February 6, St. Paul Miki and Companions
   8:15
Joseph Primavera, request of the Victory Family


William McCann, r/o Bill, Tina, Jason McCann

 12:00
Amelia Dell’Aversano, request of Irma Laush


Rita and John Kavanagh, r/o Mona Kavanagh

TUESDAY – February 7
   8:15
Warren and Angie Sica, request of Family


William Champlin, request of Marj Champlin

 12:00
Joseph and Josephine Camba, r/o Cena Family

Frances D. Gorman, request of Ken/Kathy Falls

WEDNESDAY – February 8, St. Jerome Emiliani, and

 St. Josephine Bakhita
   8:15
Mark Smith, request of Eileen Theall

Special Intention for Tom Crowe, r/o Julia Clifford

 12:00
Anthony Liotta, request of Marie Farello

Joseph Liposky, request of Wife

THURSDAY – 
   8:15
Sr. Mary Thomas, request of Family

Joseph Pinarnick, request of Sr. Sharon Santos

 12:00
Nancy Keenan, request of Family

Brad Cahill, request of Mother

(
FRIDAY – February 10, St. Scholastica
   8:15
Jacqueline Consoli, request of M/M Robert Celenza

Michael Bruntz, request of Family

 12:00
Helen Turner, request of M/M William Dolan

Agnes Cleary, request of Golding Family

SATURDAY – February 11, Our Lady of Lourdes
   8:15
Isabella Shiraldi, request of M/M Rella
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Anne De Franco, request of husband, Frank
NEXT WEEKEND

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS (February 11)

   5:00 PM  Amelia Ryan, request of Family

Mary Pepsin, request of Daughter

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD CHURCH
February 12, 2012
   7:30
Bob Ross, request of M/M Victor Urgo
   9:00
Regina Kraemer Smith request of Ellen Poole

St. Mary Parishioners

 10:30
Jacqueline Consoli, request of M/M Robert Celenza

Alice and James Gentile, request of Nieces/Nephews
12:00
Bernadette McLoughlin, r/o the Gallagher Family
Camille DiGennaro, request of the Busch Family

   5:00 PM  Margaret Simmons, request of Family
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(
SANCTUARY CANDLE

Special Intention for Joe Stillwell, request of Colleen and Jack Moore.
ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES

Special Intention for Elaine and Joe Stillwell, request of Colleen and Jack Moore.

In Loving Memory of Tom Corcoran, request of St. Mary Adorers.
Parish Bulletin Board

Next Weekend:  Second Collection - Diocesan..
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Dear Parishioners,

It is Super Bowl Weekend and a time of gathering, celebrating and, of course, for many around here, rooting for the Giants.  I hope and pray that all have a good time and I encourage all to be careful as you drive home after the game and, be certain that you have designated drivers to help out with safety.  I am looking forward to the game.  I am part of a 30-year tradition of a group of priests gathering at St. Veronica’s in Howell to watch the game.  Many of them are Giants fans --- so it will add a little extra luster to the event this year; with a team in there that many are rooting for.

LENT IS COMING.     .     .

The Season of Lent is now only a couple of weeks away.  This annual time of Penance challenges us to grow spiritually, to refocus our lives away from any pattern of sin that we have and to prepare ourselves for the Feast of Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection.  These weeks are good for planning on our part to ready ourselves for the Season and begin as we receive Ashes on Ash Wednesday, to live the Season faithfully.

Our next Parish Mission will be starting the First weekend of Lent when Fr. John McGowan, CSSR will join us and preach at all Masses on February 25th/26th.  Fr. McGowan will give the homily at the daily Masses on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of that week and also, will lead us in the Mission Service and Sermon each evening Monday thru Wednesday beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Mary, Mother of God Church.  Put these dates on your calendar now and reserve at least some of the time so that you can participate in this Mission during the First Week of Lent.

Bishop O’Connell’s letter to us last week should have elevated our awareness regarding the direction that our government is taking with regard to health insurance.  Further study material is available on the Bishops’ Conference website at www.usccb.org/conscience.  Spend some time reading this material and it will give valuable insight into what is happening and also into the teaching of our Church in all these matters.
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Mention of Bishop reminds me that all of us are invited, by him, to pledge towards the success of this year’s Annual Appeal.  If you have received the material already - please complete it and return it to the diocese.  If you still need a pledge card, please pick up one in the Narthex at any time.  If you drop it off at the Parish Office we can forward it to the diocese for you or you can send it in directly to the diocese.

God bless all of you this week,







Sincerely,









Fr. Mike                              Holy Orders
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     “To everything there is a season                      and a time to every purpose under heaven.”
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Ecclesiastes

. . .a time to be born. . . . 
 Cassidy Rose Schmidt, Kira Joan Pruckowski
[image: image11.jpg]



. . .a time to love. . . . . . . .. . . .   

[image: image12.png]e a«‘e“d to Church




. . .a time to heal. . . . . . . . 




Vera Liskiewicz, Joseph Iorio and we ask God to watch over those who are hungry, the homeless, our Country, for all those facing unemployment, for the people, especially the children in third world countries, for those in Nursing Homes and Rehabs, all health care providers, for those children with cancer and all those who are dying from cancer, for those that suffer from depression, for all those with eating disorders and incurable diseases of the vital organs, for all those waiting for organ transplants, for an end to abortion, for all those with incurable autoimmune diseases and for all those who are afflicted with MS, CF, Lou Gehrig’s disease, for those who suffer from Alzheimer disease and their families.

(2)… Angela Colaianni (np), Joseph Wehner, Mary Patricia, and Graysen McDow;


(3)… Richie Dolan, Dorothy Sloand, and Sofia Zuaro (np, 15-mo.old);

(4)… Sister Laura Garges, osf, Addie Calandriello (former SMS teacher), Maria Tama (np), Carolyn Corey (np), Laurie Tietjen, Joanne Muller, Elizabeth Zielenbach, Pat Teehan, Sylvia Meo (np), Mona Kavanaugh, Vic and Louise Morgano (np), Harriet Landry, Henry Caldaro, Avery Perpinan (8 mo.-old, np), and Angela Brummert;


(5)… Aiden Leotta (1 yr old, np),  Katherine Lamb and Mary Lamb, Karissa Duszczak (np, 6 yr.old), Vincent Leishman (np), Bonnie Osborne, Frank Gobbo (np), Roberta ‘Bobbie’ Lonergan, Bill Flanagan (np), Pat McAuliffe (np), Jennifer (np), Margaret Burke, Joan McTigue, Henry Ballasty, Wayne Nef, Mac and Terry Lyden, Michael Dunzello, Patrick Moran, Rita Whelan, Rita Young, Nancy Russell (np), Stephanie Hardman Kaminoff (np), Gary and Lorrie Hermann (Parents of Sister Sharon), Eileen D’Alvia, James Joseph Gentilesco (np), Margaret Cascone, John Acer, Russell Drone, Rita Romeo (np), Most Rev. John C. Reiss (Bishop Emeritus), Florence J. Smith, Kenneth McGrath, Tracy Spece (np), Morgan, Ned Ryan, Fr. Bob Tynski, Patricia Seaman (np), Billy Dickenson, Rosemary Markowski (np), Colin Bibaud (child), Peggy Franznick, Ruth Byrnes, Tyler Smith (PREP Student), Alexandra Confusione (child), Irma Sanchez (np), Patrick Mayer, Vincent Fumo (np), Kevin Kret (St. Leo’s), Karen Hopkins, Halie Palmer (PREP student), Terry McGhee (St. Ann’s), Daniele Keigher, Brian Keigher, Anne Liddy, and Noel Anderson.


****Faith Quinlan is home from the hospital and wishes to thank everyone who were so kind to call, visit and especially for your prayers.
. . .a time to be Born to Eternal Life….Drew Capichana, Joseph Mollica, Linda DeLaura, Jessica Fallon, Adelyn McKenzie, and for aborted babies and those men and women who died this week in the Service of our Country.  

. . .Pray for our servicemen and women at home and abroad, for those serving our Country overseas,
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H.M. Ashley Thompson, U.S. Navy, ~ Lt. Col. Kevin Meisler, Army Reserve ~ Todd M. Cox, U. S. Air Force – Iraq ~ Captain Josh Pershing, U.S. Air Force, 3rd tour-Iraq ~ Master Gunnery Sgt. C. T. Gregoire, Marines ~, James G. Bruncati, U. S. Air Force ~ SFC Wesley Briggs, U.S. Army ~ 2 tour in Iraq, stationed in Egypt; Kiera Connerty, West Point graduate, Black Hawk helicopter pilot ~ Iraq; Justin and Nicole Westmoreland, Air Force, Lance Cpl. Jonathan Bagnato, Andrew Leroy, Jeffrey Benffer, Ryan Trachman ~ Marines, and Fr. John Ryan.




“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless 




them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  



We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.”
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Let Us Stand As One
Dear Parish Family,

Reading Bishop O’Connell’s letter in last week’s bulletin, I could not help to think about this past Advent/Christmas season, when we stood together as a Catholic parish.  At that time, we simply wanted to be able to say “Merry Christmas.”  We openly proclaimed the Birth of Christ and set an example for all Christian to denounce the secularization of our Holyday and speak with courage.

Now, we are called upon again to defend our faith and religious freedom as Catholics AND Americans!  Please do not allow the Federal Government to force us to violate our conscience, the very teachings of our faith supporting the sanctity of life!  Catholics and all people of goodwill must take a stand against any form of tyranny, which seeks to take from us the ability to follow the teachings of Catholicism.

Please stand with our Catholic Bishops, stand with your parish, and stand with your fellow Americans who profess your Catholic Faith!

I will be supplying addresses of our representatives in congress in our next bulletin to enable you to contact them.  As I write this, “the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act (S 1467)” is being presented for congress to take action.

Let us pray and act together as one. . . as Catholic Americans!

Yours in Jesus,
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Sister Sharon
Today We Observe

World Day for Consecrated Life
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                            Thank You!

Stewardship of Treasure

Week of January28-29, 2012:




Regular….........$30,787.75



Children’s………...382.00



T  O  T  A  L    $31,169.75
Candle Offering………………………$       414.00
Thank You!

God bless you for your continued support
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______________________________________________
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Rose Sale
The Vincent T. Lombardi Council of the Knights of Columbus extend our sincere thanks to the clergy and parishioners of Mary, Mother of God for their generous support of the Annual Rose Sale.  A total of $1,526.50 was contributed over the 1/24-25/12 weekend and will be provided to Birthright of Red Bank.
God bless you for your kindness!
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TODAY IN THE NARTEX
St. Vincent De Paul Pantry Sunday
Parish Blood Drive – Sign Up

We Are on a Mission to Fight Hunger
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And Poverty!  YOU CAN HELP!

              Souper Bowl of Caring

              Weekend, This Weekend
Share your caring spirit with thousands of others by dropping $1.00 in a soup-pot as you leave worship today.  Every $1.00 dropped in a soup-pot helps people in need feel the power of God’s love.  Since 1983, the Souper Bowl of Caring has raised over $60 million to help hungry and hurting people.  Now that’s something to cheer about!

Also accepting non-perishable food items and toiletries.
All food and money collected will go directly to

St. Mary’s, St. Vincent DePaul Society

Any questions, please call Patrick 732-291-8760.

Lent is coming. . .
Time to get your prayer material
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Ready. . . . . .
The Little Black Books for the Year 2012

[image: image26.png]‘ 1 in 3 homeless people in the U.S.
‘ is under the age of 18




are here and ready for you.  These little books are pocket-sized and you can take them anywhere.  It’s a nice way to spend 6 minutes of quiet time with the Lord for the 50 days of Lenten season.  Each day you will be walked through the Sunday Gospel with explanations and reflections while learning some interesting facts; there are a variety of quotes and timely thoughts for each day. 

The Little Books get you started on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, (February 19).  For a donation of $3.00, the Rosarians will be on hand today after each of the Masses to assist you.  God bless you for your support!
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Living Our Catholic Identity
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Today, we welcome Deacon Bob and Mrs. Diane Scharen, to address the RCIA 
from the roots of their expertise in living the Catholic Moral Life based on the 
dignity of the Human Person.  The only knowing that is ultimately worthwhile is
to know what God wants in our lives.  What God always wants for us is love and
 the fruits of love.  We live in a world where knowledge is valued and wisdom is 
scorned.  Knowledge is power.  Followers of Jesus must be different.  We must be
 obsessed with wisdom.  Wisdom is knowledge made whole.
Do Good and Avoid Evil
Man is obliged to follow the moral law, which urges him “to do what is good and avoid what is evil.”  This law makes itself heard in his conscience.  There are many helps to living a moral life.  Virtues help us to live good moral lives.
+Sister Gloria
Church in U. S. to Observe 
World Day for Consecrated Life
The annual observance was established by Pope John Paul II in 1997, to be marked each year on February 2, the Feast of the Presentation.  The U. S. Bishops voted to observe the occasion the weekend following the feast.  The Church recognizes several forms of Consecrated Life.  All who embrace the consecrated life promise poverty, chastity, and obedience.  Religious priests, sisters and brothers live and pray in community and they serve the church in apostolic service or are wholly devoted to contemplation.  Through their service and vows they show that Jesus Christ is their most valued possession.  We thank and pray for them.  
(Priests and sisters are available to speak with anyone interested.)
-Parish Vocation Committee
Consider Joining a Parish small faith-sharing group for Lent
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‘For the Life of the World’
Renew 6 session Program
Reflections on the Sunday readings of Lent invite us to “do the right thing, to love goodness, and to walk humbly with our God.”  They seek to call forth and strengthen communal commitments to the work of justice and to the ongoing conversion of hearts.  Won’t you join us on this spiritual journey?  Become a group leader or call to become part of a small group.  

Groups start meeting week of Ash Wednesday.  Call soon, books need to be ordered.  732-495-9109 or leave message at the parish office, 732-671-0071.
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You can help save a life on Valentine’s Day

A true gift from the heart!
Are you eligible?
You must be 17 years or older and weigh at least 120 lbs.  If you are 16 years old, you must have parental consent.  It’s okay if you are taking aspirin, vitamins, blood pressure or cholesterol medications.  All other medications or conditions can be evaluated by a nurse at the Central Jersey Blood Center 732-842-5750 or at the blood drive.
St. Mary’s Grade School Cafeteria
Tuesday, February 14, 2012

4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

If you have any questions or would like to sign-up as a donor – please call Darlene at 732-383-5536.

Today is Sign-Up Weekend     Please stop at the Table

In the Narthex and add your name to the list.
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THIS WEEK
Intercession for Life
(For nurses and caregivers to family members:

that the Lord will increase their patience, gentleness, and strength to continue witnessing to the dignity of each person in their care;

We pray to the LORD:
Intercession for Vocation Awareness
(For an increase of vocations to the priesthood and the religious life, especially within our diocese, 
We pray to the LORD:

[image: image32.jpg]



[image: image33.jpg]THANK YOU!
2012 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

www.bishopsannualappeal.com




SAVE THE DATE


    ATTENTION, PLEASE
Ministry leaders, parish groups, parishioners and guests . . . . .YOU  are ALL invited by the Stewardship Team to join them as they will host a workshop entitled – “Parish Ministries:  Working Together to Connect Others to Jesus.”

DATE:       March 31


TIME:       8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

WHERE:  Bulman Center Meeting Rooms
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JOB NETWORKING
Have you ever struggled over how to address a potential employer’s concern that you are overqualified?  If so, please join the St. Mary’s Job Networking Group on Wednesday, February 8th, 7:30 p.m. in the BCMR for a presentation by job networking expert Abby Kohut entitled “Success for the Seasoned Search.”  

Many seasoned job seekers find themselves being called overqualified because they have more years of experience than the job description calls for.  Learn powerful strategies to overcome your interviewer’s misconceptions about you.  It’s impossible to BE overqualified unless YOU believe you ARE overqualified.  In this seminar, you will learn 
1)  How to answer the overqualified questions  
2)  Why recruiters AND hiring managers are concerned about hiring overqualified applicants 
3)  How to change you cover letter and resume if you believe you are overqualified  
4)  Seven ways to explain on an interview why being overqualified is an advantage.
Abby Kohut, who is known on the web as Absolutely Abby, is the President of Staffing Symphony, LLC.  In the past 16 years, Abby held positions such as Senior Director of Recruiting for Kaplan, Interim Director of Recruiting for Continuum Health Partners, and Manager of Global Recruiting for Alpharma.  Abby’s articles on AbsolutelyAbby.com and her Career Wake Up Calls inspire job seekers to stay motivated as they continue their search for their ideal job.  Abby has presented to over 200 groups and was recently interviewed on Fox 5, ABC’s Good Morning Connecticut, and the Joe Franklin Show on Bloomberg Radio.  Her books “Absolutely Abby’s 101 Job Search Secrets” and “Absolutely Abby’s Top 12 interview Questions Exposed” teach candidates secrets about the job search process that other recruiters won’t tell you.  Abby was selected as one of the top 100 influential people online according to Fast Company Magazine and was named as one of “The Monster 11 for 2011:  Career Experts Who Can Help Your Job Search.”  Since 2010, Abby has been on a mission to help one million job seekers.
Wednesday, February 8th, 7:30 p.m., BCMR
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St. Mary’s Athletic Association Presents

Spring Soccer 2012 
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Open to boys and girls ages 4 – 14

Harmony School Fields

Saturdays, April 7 – June 9, 2012

Registration is $77 for one child, $117 for two or more per family.

Register early to insure a spot in our program.

Online registration open until March 3rd at:

http://www.active.com/event_detail.cfm?event_id=1999614

NEXT WEEKEND
Second Collection
Diocesan Assessment Fund

Bake Sale sponsored by Mater Dei Prep

To benefit their Fasion Show

Knights of Columbus

Membership Drive following all Masses
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
If anyone has a large birdcage that they no longer need and would like to donate it, please call Annie at 732-201-0160.
[image: image37.jpg]



[image: image38.png]



St. Mary’s Faith Community Nursing Ministry

February   -   American Heart Month

Many people have no family history of cardiac problems.  They lead unstressful lives and walk the dog a couple of times a day and are not obese.  So what’s to worry about?  Me?  Have a heart attack or stroke?  I don’t think so!
Think again!  When was the last time you had your cholesterol or blood pressure checked?  How much time do you spend watching TV every day?   Pay Attention To This!
You should have your cholesterol checked at least every five years, more frequently if you are over 50 (45 for men) or have any risk factors, familial cardiac history, diabetes, high blood pressure, being overweight or smoking.  Wednesday, February 11th, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monmouth Medical Center is having a Heart Health fair – featuring info about heart disease, heart failure, heart healthy diets, exercise and MMC’s cardiology programs and services.   Reps from MONOC and the American Heart Association will be available to answer questions.  Free blood pressure, cholesterol, body composition analysis and cardiac risk assessments provided. 
Registration is required ONLY for cholesterol screening by call 1-888-724-7123 and select option 4.
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Eileen Theall, R.N.
Available at The Upper Room Spiritual Center
3455 W. Bangs Avenue, Building 2, Neptune, NJ

732-922-0550

office@theupper-room.org
Opening to the Presence of God:  A Journey into Intimacy with God     through Centering Prayer.  The session will include:  input, a video of Fr. Thomas Keating, discussion and prayer.

Facilitator:  Bunny Scott; Upper Room Spiritual Director

Evening:  Thursday, February 16th – 6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Fee:  $30 each session or

Day:  Tuesday, February 22nd, 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Fee:  $35-$45 each session
---------------
Ash Wednesday Retreat Day:    To accept our mortality in hope; to repent of our sinful ways; to reform everything anti-life and anti-Christ ---these must be the chief goals of our Lenten efforts.  Begin this season by giving a day for prayer and reflection on these goals for yourself.  The day will include Liturgy and light lunch.
Presenter:  Rev. Richard Rento
Date/Time:  Wednesday, February 22nd, 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Fee:  $50 - $60 (includes 11:30 liturgy and light lunch)
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Nurturing generous disciples to serve
as the hands and feet of Christ
“Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place,

where he prayed…He told them, ‘Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there also.  For this purpose have I come.’”
Mark 1:35, 38
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Through today’s Gospel reading we see a perfect example of stewardship.  Jesus gives His time to doing all that God wishes – healing the sick and preaching.  Yet Jesus also makes time to be alone in prayer.  It is only through prayer, through spending time with God, that any of us can find the strength to do all that God wishes us to do.  
Be sure to find time this week to be with God.
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THIS WEEK
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Rosary Altar Society

Today, February 5th, at the 10:30 a.m. Mass the Rosary Altar Society will gather for their Corporate Communion Sunday.  We welcome them.

Monday, February 6th, beginning at 7:30 p.m. in St. Mary Chapel the Rosarians will gather to pray the Rosary, for Benediction and then in the Chapel lower hall for their monthly meeting.  Fr. Joe will be the guest speaker this month; please try to attend this meeting.

We congratulate our new members installed at our January meeting:
Ava Carlucci, Jayden Carlucci, Pat Burke, Mary Howley, Victoria Howley, Robert Lauricella and Ann Quinlan.

May they share in the rewards of honoring our Blessed Mother.  
Please pick up your copy of the 2012 Liturgical year version of the Little Black Book for Lent in the Narthex this weekend.  It will help you explore the depths of Scripture and deepen your relationship with Christ.  It only takes about 6 minutes a day to keep in touch with the Lord, but the rewards will be much grater.  Get your copy while supplies last.  Donation: $3.00.
If you are interested in joining the Rosary Altar Society or if you have any questions, please contact Debbie Schneider 732-706-0095, or Janet Moscuzza 732-671-7248 for further details.
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ursillo
The Bayshore Ultreya of Cursillo meets in St. Mary Chapel lower hall every second Saturday of the month at 9:00 a.m.  Our next meeting will be on Saturday, February 11.  We invite all Cursillistas living their 4th day to join us for fellowship and sharing.  To find out more about us, call Janet Moscuzza 732- 671-7248.

We have completed the Fall Men’s and Women’s Weekends.  Any man or woman interested in completing a weekend this Spring contact Janet or go to www.Shortcourse.org. or www.TrentonCursillo.org. 
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DIVINE 
MERCY
CHAPLET AND BENEDICTION
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CHAPLET + BENEDICTION



Thursday, February 16th



7:15 – 8:15 p.m.




St. Mary Chapel



From St. Faustina’s Diary –




Divine Mercy in My Soul





February 2, 1931

“I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.  I also promise
victory over its enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death.  I Myself will defend it as My own glory.”
Our Poor Boxes are The Bread Boxes for the Poor

Our St. Vincent de Paul Society has set up poor boxes beneath the Statue of the Good Shepherd in the Narthex of Mary, Mother of God Church.
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Please don’t forget about us as you enter or leave Church.  
God Bless you, and Thank You

          for your response

Members of St. Vincent de Paul Society

The Bereavement Group of the Parish of Saint Mary meets twice weekly.

Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. the group ministers to parents who have lost a child.  The meetings are held in the Ministers’ Room off the Narthex in Mary, Mother of God Church.

Wednesday evenings the group ministers to those that may have lost a spouse, parent, close friend, sibling, etc.  
Questions?  call Eileen or Bob Batz at 732-787-8566.


More than ever we need to
   be praying for each other.

                                     (((
Respect Life News
The March for Life on January 23 saw half a million people take to the streets of the nation’s capital to share their pro-life convictions and join together for the common cause of stopping abortion.  A new virtual pro-abortion march couldn’t keep up.  While more than 500,000 Americans physically went to Washington, D.C. to take part in the March for Life, giving of their time, money and effort to do so, the nation’s biggest pro-abortion groups had a difficult time getting 20 percent of that number to barely oft a finger by signing up for a march on the internet.  Sponsoring  by Planned Parenthood, NARAL, MoveOn, Ms. Magazine, NOW, and a host of smaller pro-abortion groups, the Trust Women Week march only signed up 87,784 people to participate.
Sarah Crawford of Texas Right to Life noticed the disparity and the victory for pro-lifers.   “The organizers for this event could not have chosen a more ironic name.  Abortion exploits women.  The abortion industry has proven time and time again that they do not trust women enough to give them all of their options when facing an unintended pregnancy,” she said.  “The Pro-Life movement works to truly empower women by giving them every option available to them when facing an unintended pregnancy, not just abortion.  No, recent events prove that the inability to truly trust women lies with the abortion industry and its money-hungry cohorts.”

“Abortion proponents would rather the government continue to throw tax dollars at a business that promotes the slaughter of children than to empower women to be the strong individuals they claim the female sex to be.  “Trusting women is more than showcasing abortion as their only option.  Abortion never does anything but kill a living human being.  Women are strong and history has proven that fact.  The abortion lobby is taking notice and they feel threatened by the amount of Pro-Life legislation that was introduced and passed in 2011 so much so, that they are putting on this virtual march.”
“The time has come for the abortion-hungry minority to realize that women deserve the best possible options for themselves and their children, and abortion is not the answer,” Crawford concludes.
Meeting Christ in Prayer
During the season of Lent, Sister Mary Cleary and Jackie Callahan will be offering a program called “Meeting Christ in Prayer” – modeled on the St. Ignatius Spiritual Exercises.

The program will be offered twice during Lent:


1.  St. Ann’s on Thursday mornings for eight weeks beginning February 23rd, at 11:00-12:15 p.m.
OR
2. St. Catherine’s on Thursday evenings for eight weeks beginning February 23rd, 6:45-8:15 p.m.
Each session will include group prayer, Scripture readings, simple prayer techniques, guided meditation, faith sharing and reflection.  No experience necessary just a hunger for a deeper spiritual life and people who want to be aware of God’s presence in their daily lives.  Please call:

For AM Sessions at St. Ann’s call 732 787-0315

For PM Sessions at St. Catherine’s call 732-495-7779.
-(-
Maternity Clothes Needed
Birthright of Red Bank is in need of maternity clothes.  If, per chance, you have maternity clothes that you not be using, please consider donating them.  They can be dropped off at the Birthright office at 
294 Broad Street, Red Bank on

Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Questions?  Please call Tess Jordan 732-671-6566


Dear Parishioners:


I have some great news regarding our fundraising agreement with Viridian Energy!  You can now save money on your Gas bill!  And the savings are excellent!  The potential savings on your bill with NJ Natural Gas are 25.06%.  The Viridian current rate is 0.470 and the Utility rate is 0.621.  Viridian will pay the Parish $20.00 per family that switches over!  In addition we will receive a residual monthly incentive.  Viridian will still pay 10.00 to the parish for every family that switches their electricity over plus $2.00 a month.

Also, I have some very good news regarding our savings for the parishioners who signed up for the electricity.  Since October, the average savings for everyone who initially signed up is 8.26%.  The average Viridian variable rate was 10.99 and the Utility rate was 11.87.  The Viridian savings are actually more because the first month you signed up there was an additional 10% introductory savings rate!

We have tested the waters and there were no surprises!  Hopefully, this information will convince you to sign up for the electricity with JCP&L and gas with NJ Natural Gas. 



This is quick, simple and NO COST to you.  Please take a minute to review this program online and sign-up online at: (upper right corner follow prompts become a customer)    www.viridian.com/marymotherofgod    or by phone just call 1-866-663-2508 and mention the associate id for St. Mary’s is # 21484 and our parish will be credited! 

Any questions - call Jim Nerney at 908-601-5410 or email jimnerney@gmail.com
It is my hope that you will join us in our “Go Green” effort fundraiser for our Parish.  These monies will defray the cost of running the Parish.  Tell your friends and relatives to sign up and take advantage of this wonderful fundraiser.  We are strong in numbers!  

God bless everyone. 
Fr. Mike

A note from the Diocese of Trenton, Catholic Charities.     .     .     .
Ray of Hope Gala benefits Catholic Charities in Monmouth County:  Parishioners are invited to the15th Annual Ray of Hope Gala on Friday, April 27, 2012 at Eagle Oaks Golf & Country Club in Farmingdale.  This popular event takes place from 7:00 p.m. to midnight and will feature music by Mission Dance, live and silent auctions, and raffle. This years Honorary Chairs are Jack and Dorothy Ford of St. Catherine/St. Margaret Parish in Spring Lake, and Honorees are Michael and Mary Lee of St. Leo the Great Parish in Lincroft.  To find out more about the Gala, to make a donation, or to purchase tickets, contact Kat O’Connor at 609-394-5181x1117.  Or, for more information or to volunteer, visit our website at www.njrayofhope.org.








Thank You!
Wedding Workshop ~ Monday, February 13th 
Monday, February 13 beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Mary, Mother of God Church – all couples 
planning to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage are encouraged to attend.  It will be most

helpful to couples in selecting appropriate liturgical music for their Wedding Mass or 

Ceremony.  The next workshop will take place in August.
Blessing and Peace,
((Doris Ramme


May 19, 2012

The 9th Annual Spring Into Summer 5K run/walk is scheduled for Saturday, May 19, 2012.   Mark your calendar as it will be here before we know it!  For more race information, race application, and online registration --- please go to www.SpringIntoSummer5k.com or call Steve Denery at 732-275-6307.




St. Mary’s Travel Group

Presents

Trips for 2012
All trips contact Fran Timpanaro 732  708  0430  for your reservation
Sunday, February 26th 
St. Mary’s Travel Group goes to Broadway
“Godspell” .   .   .   .This beloved classic returns to Broadway.  Godspell is a timeless tale of friendship, loyalty and love that has touched the hearts of countless theatergoers all over the world.  You may have heard the song “Day by Day!”      $110 includes Orchestra seat and transportation, and driver’s gratuity.  Bus leaves at 11:00 a.m., show time 2:30 p.m., which leaves time to have a nice lunch or shop.  (4 tickets left)

Monday, March 5th
Philadelphia Flower Show
Enjoy a day of spring in March.  The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society will present “Hawaii Islands of Aloha.”  From towering waterfalls and waves of orchids, to glowing volcanoes and serene sunsets – the 2012 Flower Show is an immersion of dramatic landscapes and tranquil spirit of Hawaii.  You will be carried away to a floral hula fest, romantic beach celebration, tropical ranch house surfers’ retreat and a rocky garden of the gods.  $58 includes admission ticket, transportation and driver’s gratuity.  Bus leaves at 8:30 a.m.
Thursday, April 12th
Lancaster, Pa --- “Sight and Sound Theatre”
“Sight and Sound” where the Bible comes to life!  Be the first to experience this brand new show.  “JONAH”
This popular biblical story of disobedience and betrayal coupled with God’s gracious mercy and love.  You will explore the extreme elements Jonah encounters when he runs away.  Cost $105 includes an enjoyable buffet lunch, time to shop, admission ticket, transportation and driver’s gratuity.  This is sure to be a wonderful day.  Bus leaves at 8:30 a.m.
All Bus trips will depart from the Mary, Mother of God Church/Mater Dei Prep Parking lot.  (unless otherwise noted)

After you have reserved your seat – all checks are made payable to St. Mary’s Travel Group and mailed to Fran Timpanaro, 48 Starr Court, Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey 07716.
Top 10 Scams Targeting Seniors

Financial scams targeting seniors have become so prevalent they're now considered "the crime of the 21st century." Why? Because seniors are thought to have a significant amount of money sitting in their accounts. But it is not just wealthy seniors who are targeted. Low-income older adults are also at risk. Review NCOA's list of the Top 10 scams targeting seniors-so you can identify one before it is too late: www.ncoa.org/enhance-economic-security/economic-security-Initiative/top-10-scams-targeting.html.

© National Council on Aging, www.ncoa.org.
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